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Foreword

In the midst of unprecedented global insecurity and uncertainty that have 
been prevailing since the beginning of 2020, we have seen that the COVID-19 
pandemic has affected most seriously the already vulnerable populations. 
They include women, people with disabilities, elderly, homeless, single par-
ents and their children, foreign residents and refugees, among others.

One thing that has become ever more evident is that human rights con-
stitute the most important principle that should guide us in building back 
better. To be able to have universal health coverage with COVID-19 vac-
cines, decent work through secured employment, women’s and girls’ em-
powerment without fear of gender-based violence and harmful traditional 
practices including unconscious biases, human rights are indispensable.

And for this to take place, human rights education is essential.
We are pleased that this tenth volume of Human Rights Education in 

Asia-Pacific provides you with a good variety of practices, experiences, and 
lessons, in both geographical coverage and thematic scope, on human rights 
education from Asia and the Pacific. We hope that the articles of this vol-
ume will contribute, in one way or another, to your work of ensuring human 
rights.

May the year 2021 become a year of renewed hope for peaceful, just and 
sustainable society where human rights leave no one behind.

Atsuko Miwa
Director
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